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I. Sam. 20. 1, 2. And there happen'd to be there a 
Man of Belial, whoſe Name was Sheba, the Son 


of Bichri, a Benjamite; and be blew a Trumpet, 


and ſaid, We have no Part in David, neither 
haue we Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe 5 every 
Man to his Tent O Iſrael. So every Man of [fracl 
went up from after David, and follow'd Sheba the 


Son of Bichri : But the Men of Judah clave unto 


heir King, from Jordan even to Je:uſalem. 


HEN the Kingdom of Iſrael was iuful- 
\ \ ted by its Neighbours, become the Prey 
laſt Extremities by the Male-Admini- 

ſtration of Saul, then God rais'd a Wiſe, a Virtuous, a 
Valiant David to the Throne, who, by the Steadineſs 
of his Councils and the Terrour of his Sword, retriev'd 
and advanc'd its Glory. The unnatural Rebellion of 
Abſaiom, ſucceeded by this of Sbeba, thook the Royal 
Scepter in his Hand, and eclipsd awhile the Brightneſs 
of his Reign: But Providence interpoſiug with a migh- 
ty Spirit and Power to ſuppreſs them, they both con- 
tributed to the Eſtabliſhment of his Throne. In the 
preceding Chapter, you have an Account at large of 
the Firſt; my Text, and the ſubſequent Verſes give 


you a brief Account of the Laſt. 


of every Invader, and reduc'd to the 
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.1. THE Words preſent you with the Speech of Sheba, 
an Arch-Rebel to the unthinking Mob. The Speech is 
artfully contriv'd, to cheriſh the Spirit of Sedirion, and 
ſtir em up to Rebellion againſt their Iawful Sovereign. 
He inſinuates the Want ot an Hereditary Right in Da- 
vid, whilſt there was a Living Heir of the Houſe of 
Saul, That He was made a Property cf by Judah, and 
all his Favours ingrofs'd by a ſingle Tribe? And con; 
ſequently they could have no Expectation of Preferment 
in his Reign. That it was high Time to-retire to their 
Tents; to renounce Allegiance to him; to proclaim a- 
nother King, and arm themſelves in Defence of his Ti- 
tle. This Speech ſo exactly repreſents the Spirit of an 
Engliſh Malecontent, that one would think it had been 
deliver d by Marr, to animate the ſervile Clans to the 
late Rebellion, or that Foſter had copy d his Oration to 
the Northern Traitors from this Original. 1 

2. JO L are preſented with the Succeſs of this Speech, 
which was as different as the Temper and Diſpoſition 
ot the Auditory. The diſaffected Iſraelites took 8 e at 
the Suggeſtion, abandon d their rightful Monarch, and 
put themſelves under the Couduct of a Rebel- General 
to depoſe him. But the Men of Judab, train'd up in 
more ſubſtantial Principles of Loyalty, adher'd to their 
King, and reſolv'd to defend his Throne againſt all 
Pretenders whatever: So every Man of Iſrael went up 


from after David, and follow'd Sheba zhe Son of Bichri: 


But the Men of Judah clave to their King, from Jordan 
even to Jeruſalem. _ 1341805 - 

I. hall not trouble you with any Doctrine from the 
Words. but conſider the Varts of the Text, accomodate 
them to the preſent Juncture, and conclude with a brief 
Application. I begin with the Speech it ſelf, con- 
tain'd in the firſt Verſe, and ſhall conſiderr 
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1. THE General Deſign of it. 


1I. THE Character of the Perſon ho deliver d it. 


III. THE Arguments ſuggeſted to compaſs this 
Defign. | | I. I 


E 


(yz) 


I. Iam to conſidex the GeneralDefign ot this-S 


h; 

and that is, To perſwade the People to renounce Allet: 
ance to King Dawd Prodigious Wickedneſs!, Dete : 
le Treaſon | What] perſwade a People to renounce 
lleigance to a Prince rais d to the Royal Dignity. by 
the Defignation of tteaven, and the Voice of the Peo- 
ple l To a Prince in whom all the Graces of a Saint and 
Virtues of a Sovereign were conſpictmous! Toa Prince 
they had with all Solemnity coyenanted by their Re- 
eſentations in Hehron to obey! To a Prince; in a 
Word, who never broke in upon his Coronation Oath, or 
ſr-tch'd his Prerogative to the Prejudice of their Lives 
or Properties! The, Attempt, it muſt be confeſt, is e- 
qually villanous and ſurprizing; yet, tis againſt this 
Great and Good Prince that we find the poiſon d Iſtae- 


lites exhorted to rebel: To your. Tents, O Iſrael ; 1. e. 


Come, retire to ſign an Aſſociation. againſt the Throne of Da- 
vid; To proclaim a King of Tytant \Saul's Progeny, and 


Join your Hearts and Hands to bring him to the Crown. A 


Confpixacy equally Barbarous with this could hardly 
have been found in any Nation under Heaven, had not 
the late Rebellion in our own turnith'dus with one. The 
Leaders in this Rebellion renouncd Allegiance to King 
George, even aſter repeated Oaths of Loyalty to him, 
and drew the deluded Mob into the ſame Treaſon. One 
would have the t, that if the Liberties, the Laws or Re- 
ligion, of their Country could not, yet their Oaths ſhould 
have been powerful enough to attach them to his Per- 
ſon and Crown; but we ee, that no Bonds, ſacred or 


civil, are ſtrong enongl to oblige the High Church to 


the Duties of Subjects. Their Principles of Pafive Obe- 
dience and Non-Refiſtance axe always too weak to maſter 
the Fride and Violence of their Spirits, when their Dar- 
2060 Intereſt-and Honour are expos'd: to the leaſt Danger. 

heſe are Principles fit to be inculcated upon the Peo- 
ple when Yor themſelves are in Power; but if at any- 
Time the Tables are-turn'd, Perjury, Treaſon, Murder, 
and Rapine, become Mexitoriou ss 1 


be © 


| 
if 
1 
f 


the Father chaſtiſe us with Whips? The pretended Son 
will chaſtiſe us with Scorpions. He hath 


1 
Is not our King equally celebrated for Viſchm, Fuſtice, 
Clemency, and Courage? Don't all the Virtues of a Sove- 
reign meet in Him in ſuch Perfection, that nothing but 
our own Ingratitude can make us unhappy under his 
Adminiſtration ? In no one Inftance hath he ſtretch'd 
his Prerogative beyond the Law, or broke in upon the 
Liberty of his Subjects: Every Man fits under his Vine 
and Fig-Tree in Quiet, whilft He patiently ſabmits to 
the Burden of Empire, and ſtrugles hard to redeem us 
from the Bondage that a corrupt Miniſtry, by an Inglori- 
ous Peace, have brought us under. We are allow'd to 
view with Pleaſure the mighty Prince his Son, fir'd with 
a noble Paſſion for his Nation's Glory, and copying out 
the Virtues of his great Progenitor. Nay, to ſtretch 
our Proſpects to Ages of Happineſs yet to come, by look- 
ing on the greener Branches of the Royal Stem, in 
whoſe tender Years we may bꝛhold an Earneſt of the 
moſt conſummate Abilities for future Sovereignty. Such 
Views as theſe would have huſhe the Murmurs and ſi- 
lenc'd the Diſcontents of any beſides an implacable Fa- 
cobite; but Men of this Character, like poiſonous In- 
fees, ſuck deadly Venom from the ſweeteſt Flowers. 
The more Eminent the Accompliſhments of our — 
for Government are, the brighter Proſpects we have of 
future Happineſs under his Family, the ſtranger is the 
Temptation to a Tory Rebellion. However, it can't but 


be ſomewhat ſhocking to Men of Thought, that ſo ma- | 


ny Profeſfing Proteſtants ſhould arm in Favour of a 3-4 a 
Pretender, whom all the Methods of Providence viſibly 
conſpire to exclude. All the Marks and Preſumptions 
of Impoſture meet together in his Birth. But were he 
really the Son of James IT, what a Scene of Miſery muſt. 
his Advancement to the Throne open to theſe Nations? 
We could not bear the Weight of his Father's ** 

the Weight of His Lois will be more intolerable. Did 


edncated 


in the Court of a Tyrant: The deep Reſentment of 
. . 8 8085 ſuppos d 


= 


: obliges him to extirpate 
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ſuppos d Injuſtite hath ſour d his Spirit, and form d in 
his Lou the blackeſt Deſigns of Revenge. His Religion 
e Proteſtant Intereſt, under 
the penalty ot Eternal Death; and his uncommon Bi- 
gottry to it, leaves us no room to doubt, but that he 
will make uſe of the moſt Sangurnary Methods tocompaſs 
it. To raiſe a Rebellion in Favour of ſuch an en, wy 
whoſe Original is unknown, whoſe Reign muſt be bloo- 


dy ; To kindlea Civil War in the Bowels of our Coun- 
try, the Succeſs of which muſt be the entire Deſtruction 


of our dear Liberties and dearer Religion; is an Article 


ol Treaſon worthy of the immortal Enemies ot both. 


II. THIS brings me to conſider the Character of the 


Perſon who made this Speech; and this my Text tells 
Jn was a Man of Belial, Sheba tbe Son of Bichri, 2 


enjamite, *Tis highly probable he was one of the 
Houſe of Saul, and made a Figure in the Court or Camp 


under his Reign: "Tis more Certain that he was a Per- 


ſon who, by his Prodigality, Cunning, or Valour, had 


raiſed himſelf a Reputation among the Mob; they re- 


ceiv'd his Words as an Oracle, and ſubmiſſively fol- 
low'd him into a Rebellion. But that which compleats 
his Character is, that he was 4 Man of Belial : A Man 
of a protigate Life and Conſcience ; a Traitor to his 
God as well as to his King; one who had melted down 
a plentiful Fortune in Riot and bk. and was now 
prepar d to ſacrifice the Peace and Liberties of his 
Country, to raiſe a Branch of his Family to Royal State. 


This is the Man who addreſgd himſelf to the Paſſions 


of the Thoughtleſs Croud, and harang'd the giddy 
Multitude into a Rebellion againſt their rightful Sove- 


reign. The Character of Sheba becomes the late Ormond, 


Hullingbrute, Marr, Foſter, and all the other Heads at 
gur deteſtable Rebellion, It ſuits a Riotous Butler, who 
hath ſacrificed Thouſands and Ten Thouſands of his 
.Own and the Nation's Treaſure, to a boundleſs Luxu- 
ry: Who made himſelf the Darling of the Fadtion by 


Wy - 
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Brainleſi Treaſons ant unimmitable Freuks of Vanity 


and Lewdneſs. The Character fits the late Bulling brot, 
Who eatly broke thro” all the Bonds of a Religious Edu- 


cation, and commenced a compleat Liberrine before he 
could write himfelf Man: Who ſwor- to the Conftituri- 
on and Succeſſion in order to undermine, them; and tock 
upon him the Stateſman and the Setretary that he 
might ſucceſsfully defeat the Counſels of the Nation's 


Friends, bury the Glories of his Cbuntry in a Scanda- 


Tous Peace, and hand a Popiſb Pretender to the Throne. 
The Character, in its moſt ma F. ene of Villany, 
is applicable to Aar This is the Man who, for His 
Merit by his Enmity to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, was 
made à Prime Miniſter of State: This is the Man, who, 
after he had made many impotent Attacks on the hap- 
| | after reney- 
ed Oaths of inviolable Fidelity to duf Glorious Sove- 
reign, ſounded the Trumpet of Rebellion, and, by all the 
Arts of Flattery and Violence, drew the paſſive Clans 
into a Conſpiracy to dethrone him. The reſt, who had 
the Hcnour to be Chiefs in this Infernal Inſurrection, are 
remarkable for nothing ſo much as for their Debaucbe- 
Ties, Perjury, and Treaſons. But tho' theſe Vices will 
render them eternally Infamous to Men of Honour, Ho- 
neſty, and Conſcience, yet were „ 
pliſhments for Perſons engag'd in a curſed Deſign to de- 


| pole their Rigbiſul King, and advance 0 Popiſh Pretender 


CI 


to his Throne. 


III. I proceed to conſider the Arguments ſuggeſted 
in this Speech to compaſs the General Defign of it, and 
theſe are Three, _ | 1 2. 
I. THE Want of an Hereditary Right in David: 
What Part have we in David; what Inbeeitance inthe 
Son of Jeſſe? Is there not an Heir of the Houſe of Saul 
living, upon whom by Lineal Succeſſion the Crown 
* devolves? What then have we to do with David e 
* Why, ſhould we thus tamely ſubmit to the Enipite- of 
n a 


—— — 
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lion. 


* 


© a Stranger? This is the Dialect in which the Pa 
pifts and Facobite love to ſpeak : This is the grand Ar- 


goment by which they endeavour to juſtify their late 
Rebellion. But all the Art and Management in the 


World can't make it convictive to a Thinking Man. 
The Kings of Iſtael were choſen by the People, with- 
out any ard to the Prexogative of Birib: Bebold, 
laid Sammel, pointing to Saul whom they had elected 
King at Gilgal, the King ye bave choſen, and have deß- 


red;; and behold, the Lord bath ſer @ King over ye, I. Sam. 


11. 15. compard with 12, 13. David was by the ſpe- 
cial Favcurs of God deſigy'd for the Kingdom of Iſrael, 


and furniſh'd with Abilities equal to the ignity, yet 


never claim'd the Alleigance of the 15 Tribes until the 
Elders choſe him, and he made a Covenant with them 


before the Lord in Hebron; or, to ſpeak in the Lan- 


guage of our Country, until he was choſen by Parlia- 


ment, and folemnly took the Coronation Oath, II. Sam. 


5. 3. God entaibd by Promife the Crown on the Seed 
of David; but we dowt find that Promiſe was ever ful- 
filÞd to any of the Elder Branches of his Family. So 
lomon his 13th Son ſucceeded him in the Throne by the 


Suffrage of the People. Rehoboam, the Heir of Solomon, 
was rejected by the 10 Tribes, and their Alleigance con- 


Ferr'(l upon another, without the Imputation ot Rebel. 
The Kings of this Nation, from the Song, 


deriv'd theit Crowns from the People. He muſt 


Tcandalouſly ignorant of the Hiſtory of our Nation, who 


doth not Know, that Viliem the Firſt, commonly cal- 
led The, 4 0 tho? He flew his Rival in the Field, 
yet taok not up the Crown as a Trophy of Victory, but 
receiv'd it as a Gift from the Eſtates of the Kingdom. 
William Rufus, Heury the Firſt, Srepbyn, Richard the 
Firſt and Second, were fettled on the Throne by the 


Geer [ the Pole. And as for Henry the Fourth, 
ifth, and S1xt y thi hag no other Title to thoCrown 
0 0 * was given them by Par- 

1 liamentary 
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liamentary Conſtitution. The Divine Right of Succeſ- 

fon, or an Indefeaſible Right of Inberitance, was a Do- 
'Etrine unknown to thoſe Nations, until a Mercenary, 
Obſequious Clergy, to gratity the Ambition ot Tame: 
the Firſt, complemented him with it. 5: Light of 


Nature taught Men at firſtt o conſtitute 


agiſtracy, for 


Publick Benefit, to preſerve. the juſt Rights and Pre- 
tenſious of the Weak and Innocent, from the Rapine 
and Violence of the Mighty: For this End, they choſe 
One furnith'd with the beſt Capacities for Government, 
and plac'd him in a higher Station than any private 
Perſon; but they gave what Bounds to his Authority 
they tho't molt conducive to the General Happineſs of 
the Society. He could not therefore challenge more 
Power than what was given him by the Original Con- 
ſtitution, without invading the Property of his Subjects, 

or commencing Tyrant to the Community. This was 
the Original of Magiſtracy in General, and all the va- 
rious Forms of Government, which have obtain'd in 
the World, derived their Settlement from no other 
Fountain than the Choice of the People. Our Anceſtors 
choſe a limited Monarchy as moſt agreeable to the Tem- 
Per of the Nation, conſiſting of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons: All theſe three are in the Legiſlature, but theSove- 
reign alone is intruſted with the Execution of the Laws. 

Howe ver, the Eſtates of the Realm have always claim d, 
by Virtue of the Original Reſervation, a Power to li- 

mit, Settle, or alter, as they ſee Reaſon, the Succeſſion 


to 


the Crown. Tho King Io can't claim the Crown 


by Inberitance, yet He is the Rigliful, as well as Lan- 
| {ul Sovereign of thoſe Dominions. He is ſuch a King 
as the Kings of Iſrael, and his Predeceſſors on the Bri- 
' tiſhThrone, were; Kings by Parliamentary Right, whilſt 
all other Claims to Sqvereignty ate weak and preca- 
rious. 3 


2. TO animate the Spirit of Rebellion, he ſuggeſts, 


That David was become the Property of Judah , and 


* 


* 
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all Ppreferments, in Court and Country, conſind to 
© Menof that Tribe. That they who had been Coun- 
* ſellours, and Miniſters of State in the Days ot Saul, 
© were'now turn d out of every Poſt, and had not the 
< leaſt Proſpect of 2 the Fortunes or Honours of 


their Families under the preſent Adminiſtration.“ 
The Context ſeems to direct us to underſtand thoſe! 
Words of Sheba in ſuch a Latitude: What Part bave we 
in David; what Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe? 

I HIS is the Language of the Tories in Coftte-Houſes: 
and Publick Walks, to excuſe, or rather juſtify, the 
Actors in the late Rebellion. With ſuch Language as 
this did the Foliricians of their Faction foment the Dif-1 
contents of the Mob, enrage the Spirits of tlie ſemd and 
unthinting Gentry, and open the Way to an Inſurrection 
in Favour of the Pretender. Ho loud were their Com- 
plaints at the Change of the Miniſtry, juſt after the 
King's Acceſſion to the Throne l Some at once confbun- 
ded at the unexpected Defeat of all their Plots againſt 
the Succeſſion, and haunted with the guilty Fears of 
an approaching Vengeance, Some refle#ing(on the bar- 
barous Inſults and lodignities they had offer d to their 
Predeceſſors in Power. Some loołing wiſtly on the vaſt 
Sams they had amaſs d, at the Expence of the Nation's) 
Faith and Honour; And ſome, fred at the Loſs of all 
their Places of Truſt and Profit, openly Blaſpbem d 
their God, and ſecretly murmur'd out Curſet againſt 
their King. The Menof Intrigue and Policy firſt liſp'd' 
Rebelliow in Corners However, they had Troops of 
worthleſs Rakes and mercenary Scriblers who publickly ar- 
raigid the Conduct of their Sovereign, and threaten d 
a New Revolution. We are told, ou al] Occaſions, 
That bad the Tories been continued inthe Adminiſtration,” 
the Throne and Ming dom bad enjoy)d a profound Tranqui-' 
lity to this very Day. ie In plain Englith, Had the 
King committed all Affairs to their Management, he 
ſhould have poſſeſsd * Title of a 1 — 

T -""-" 


— 


() 

until all their, Plots in favour of their dear Pretender 

were Tipe for Execution. However, ſuch Talk as this 
lets us into the Senſe of ſome myſterious Phraſes, which 
are the Shibalet hs, or rather Cant of their Varty, By 
an Indefeafible Right of Inheritance, they meau an un- 
interrupted Poſſeſion of all Places of Profit and Tra: By 
the Prerogative of the Cromn, à Power to govern their 
Prince, aud enſſave their Follow - Subjects And by Paſ- 
foe Obedience and Non. Refiſtance, a Licenſe: to mob, to 
plunder, to ravage, and enrich themſelves with the 
Spoile of the Naſion. With what Honour, and Conſcience. 
can Men of this Stamp complain on this Head? Did 
they not lately tell us, when the beſt Miniſtry and 
Parliament that — Nation had for many Tears ſeen 
were diſſolv d, That wat the undoubted Prerogative of 
be Queen 10 cboſe her on Servants. And with what 
Rudeneſs and Indecency they treated ſome great Poten- 
tates of the Confederacy,; who warmly remonſtrated 
againſt that Change, is too freſh in every one's Memory 
to be forgotten. Lis very ſurpriſing, that to change 
the Miniſtry ſhould. be the analienable Right of Queen 
Anne, and the imexpiable Crime of King Georpe ! A lau- 
dable Inſtance of the Souereiguey in the former, and a 
Ground ſuffleient to juſtify a Rebellion againſt the lar- 
ter! Beſides, the Laws of Nature and Nations obli- 
ges every Prince to entruſt tie Auminiſtration with ſuch, 
who have given the beſt Evidence of their Fidelity to 
his Crown, and the Intereſt of their Country: This one 
Conſideration forever ruins the Pretenſions of that Set 
of Men to public Management; Were not bey the Per- 


ſons who damm his Hemaeigls, and ſlur d his Envoys at 


the Britiſb Court, during the late Reign? Who tranf- 
acted a Separate Peace, and broke in upon the Faith of 
National Treaties? Who diſcarded the moſt celebrated 
General in the World, and drew a Veil on the Glories 
of his Triumphs? Who r with a 
Suſpenſion of Ams, and left their Troops to the Mercy 
«(Sos ad ens cond „ 
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of an enraged Enemy? Was it not under their Mini- 


ſtry that the now Prince of Wales was deny'd Acceſs to 
the Britiſb Court, and the Unqueſtionable Right of 
Peerage, a Seat in Parliament? That the Precender's 
Right to the Crown was aſſerted in Swarms of Pamph- 
lets; and Soldiers with Impunity liſted in his Service- 
whilſt the moſt ze4lous Friends to the Succeſſon were put 
under an Incapacity (unleſs in the Quality of Com- 
mon Soldiers) to draw their Swords in Defence of it? 
Cettainly,, our Glorious Sovereign could not, conſi- 
ſtent with the Reputation of his Wiſdom, with the Ju- 
ſtice he owes to his own Royal Perſon, Illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, and the publick Security, continue the Alumni ni- 


ſtration in the Hands of ſuch, as had by ſo many Steps 


rendred their Fidelity ſuſpicious. in 

3. 1 O ſpirit the People to Rebellion, he repreſents 
the King as a Perſon of a mean Original, and flily in- 
ſinuates, That it was below the Port and Grandeur of 
© their Families to ſubmit to the Government of one, 
* whoſe Hand was fitter to manage 4 Shepherds Crook 
than a Royal Scepter; ? and therefore, by way of 
Contempt, calls him David, and the Son of Feſſe. 


- THE: Rebels on this Head have far out · done their 


Predeceſſor Sbeba; they have heap'd together all the 
Scandal that a fertile Invention and active Malice 
could furniſh, and ſcatter'd it thro? the Nation, to 
make his Sacred Perſon and Family cohtemptible. Not 
to mention the meaner Strokes of Infamy, defign'd on- 
Iy ta leſſen the Reverence due to Majeſty among the 
Populace, the 


Prince; oblie'd, by the Straightneſs of his own Reve- 


nues, to tranſact an obſcare Life without Pomp or E- 


ipage. Prodigious Malice | A more glaring Falſ- 

d was hardly ever palm'd upon the World by the 

Fatber of Lies himſelf. He is a Deſcendant from the 

Loins of Emperours, Kings, and Dukes, Born to the 

Sovereignty gf Provinces, many Hundred Years 92 
© n ON vern' 
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ve repreſented him as a poor and puny: 
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| veriiddy Predeceſfbrs of his v Line! He was a Rich 
aa Tome, ful Prince, dear to his Subjects, admired and 
| 


courted by all the: Neighbouring Porentates, long betore 


; 
be aſcended the Brinſb Throne. But had his Original 
beenas mean, his Circumſtances as low, as his Euemies 
| faggeit, how ſurpriſing is theit Confidence to object It 
tohis Dithonour 1 Let theſe great Maſters of Hiſtory 
tell us the Original of the late Royal Family, and by 
5 what Steps the Firſt Branch of it , toa Throne. 
Let them give us indiſputable Evidence of the Lgiti- 
1: macy of their Pretender, that we may know!whethera 
| . Sceprer ora Shovel be moſt equal to his Birth; and then 
1 let them tell us, where the Rights of that por Fugitius 
1 are hoarded, to raiſe the Expectations of his deluded 
bY if | Partiſans? If theſe are Queſtions too difficult to be 
aner d in Favour of their Party, let Impudence :rfelf 
| for once bluſh, and the Shame of à Detection ID 
[| their malicious Tongues' an eternal Silence. *. pL 
i Audi of! :: 
4 1aus * 1 diſp atch& the Firſt General Head. 
11 the Traytor Sheba e J proceed to the Second. 
| to conſider the-$ucceſs of this Speech: So every Man of | 
I Hrael went up from after David, an ow'd Sheba the 
LR! San of Bichri + But 25 Men of clave "unto en 
wi _ from Ons even = l len 6 1540 1 


choniſelyis 2 4 1 in wind teak leſs 
Qare to preſerve the Worſhip of God incorrupt, than 
it that af Judah: The Hiſtory of the two Kingdoms is 2 
fſiiffieient Evidence of this; to whicl I add; That ſuch 
eli are not Loyal to their Univerſal: King, cannot be 
Fall ſuppaſed to bear firm Allegiance to any Earthly Prince. 
"Ih The Tribes of Trae] pretended a; great deal of Loyalty 
1 to their King, and their only Quarrel with the Men ot 
; Judlab ſeemd to be, that they had prevented them 
** givi ug the brighteſt Demonſtrationaf 1 it; Meyer, 
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no ſooner had Sheba; finiſh'd his Traitorovs Oratiom 


but we find thoſe mighty Loyaliſts, who juſt betore 


boaſted they had ten Parts in the King, renounc'd their 
Allegiance, and join a Rebel-General to depoſe him. 
Higb- Church Bigots. are generally. Men of profligate 
Lives and Conſci-nces, and their Loyalty to their 
King and to their God are equally uniform and ſteady. 
If Vollies of Qaths, and nimble Rounds of Healths con- 
ſecrated to the Church's Proſperity, will paſs in Heaven 
for Faith, and Holinaſi, theſe are the Men who have 
the brigheſt Characters of Devotion on them. It Con- 
gratulatory Addreſſes were of any Significancy, or ſolenn 
Oatbe and Proteſtatiaus of any Force, King George could 
never have met with a, Rebellion from this Quarter. 
But ſince they had apparently ſhaken off all Reverence 
for God, twas in vain to expect they. thould think 
themſelves bound by an Oath of Alleigance to his 
Vicegerent. The Diſſolute Iſraelites, my Text tells you, 


: 


univerſally join'd in the Rebellion of Sheba ; But the 
Men of Judah, inſpires with Zeal for the Religion and 
Liberties of their Country, with their united Forces 
upheld the trembling Throne of David. I with the 
Conformity between our Condition and theirs was leſs 
obvious, that I might have been ſilent without Impu- 
tation on this Head: But the Parallel (as Scandalows 
as one Branch of it is to my dear Country) is viſible 
to every Exe. The Papifts and High-Fliers, almoſt to 
a Man, joind in the late Inſurrection: All of them 
indeed were not in Arms, ſome wanted Opportunity, 
and others Courage to, draw their Swords in the Pre- 
zender's Quarrel; however, they all in a Sort join d in 
the Rebellion, ſome their Hands, ſome their Purſes, 
ſome their kind Wiſhes, and others their deteſtable 
Indifferency. They who were not with the Rebels, 
were on their Side, and diſcover'd a peculiar Conceru 
at the News of their Suppreſſion. But the W HI G$ 
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Principles of Loyalty, and fired with 2 juſt Copicern for 


the Laws and Religion of their Country, as umyerſal 
ſtood on their Soverergr?s Side: Let the Enemies of the 


Proteſtant Name witneſs what a noble Stand the Men 


of this Characker made againſt the Proceedings of a 
late Miniſtry big with Deſigns of Treafon againſt the 
Conſtitution. Let future Ages record the Conduct of 
Proteſtant Diſſentert in the moſt critical Fundture: How 
bravely they deſpisd the Advantages offer d them, and 
ſubmitted to new Difficulties with Pleaſure, rather than 
approve ſuch Meaſures as were deſtructive to Common 
Liberty. The Court made to them by the Exemies of 
their Country, the Diſreſpe# ſhown them by thoſe who 
had been oblig*d to be their Paithful Friends, ſerv'd 
only to inflame their Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
the late Reign. Their Conduct in bi, is not leſs re- 
markable; Not a Man can be found of their Party, fo 
well are they inſtructed in the Principles of Loyalty, 
who joind the Rebels ſo much as with his Indifference_: 
They wanted only the Countenance of Law to venture 
their Lives and Fortunes in Defence of their Rizhiful 
Sovereign. ' * 


1 will conelnde this DISCOURSE with a few 
Words of APPLICA TION. | em 


1. YOU may learn from what hath been ſaid, that 
Men of proud and turbnlent Spirits will find Pretences 
for a Rebellion under the beſt Government. Perſons 
enſla vd to their own Pride and Paſſion, can't Jong Be 
eaſy under the Dominion of any Sovereign. The 
over-rate their own, and depreciate the Superior Abi- 
lities of others; condemn every Deſign as Impolitick 
they are not the Authors of; impute thoſe Misfortunes, 
which no Humane Prudence could prevent, to the 
Wegkneſs of their Prince; and even repreſent. thoſe 


M eaſures of Self-prefery ation, which tkey 3 s 


0617.) 
had made neceſſary, as a fatal Blow to the Conſtitutj- 
on. Thus they weaken his Intereſt, in the Hearts of 
his Subjects, fill them with groundleſs Pregudices, and 
diſpoſe them to hin any Prerender to his Crown. Had 
not Abſalom and Sheba inflam'd the Paſſions of the Peo- 
ple by a Miſrepreſentation- ot Davids Government, 
they had never reconcild them to that blackeſt ot 
Crimes Rebellion. King George was receiv'd as a So- 
vereign; and a Saviour, with a Univerſal Shout z All 
Parties welcom d him with a voluntary Offer of their 
Lives and Fortunes, to maintain his Crown and Dig- 
' nity ; But, whilſt He was employing all his Intereſt 
Abroad to ſettle an Advantagious Commerce, and kis 
Councils at Home to eſtabliſh our Civil and Religious 
Rights, a malignant Faction ( Barbarous Ingratitude!) 
diftus'd a Poithn thro the Nation, which ſoon diſco- 
ver d itſelf in an Unnatural Rebellion. But why am I 
ſurpriz d at a Rebellion againſt the Britiſß Monarch, 
when Lucifer and his Contederates were uneaſy under 
the Government of Supream Goodneſs, and meditated 
Treaſon againſt the Throne of GOD Himſelf. This 
Rebellion Was iinimated by the ſame Spirit Which con- 
| paged That againſt the Univerſal Sovereign; and 
had He leſs reſembled the Deity in Ruling Virtues, he 
had met with io Oppoſition from that Quatter. 


2. THE Diſpleaſure of God againſt the Enetnies of 
King George is viſible. in the Suppreſſion of the late Re- 
bellion. I readily grant, we are not always to meaſure 
the Juſtice or Injuſtice of a Canſe by Succeſs: Wicked 
Men may be ſometimes proſpetous in Villany, and 
ſuch as are eigag'd in a Righteous Cauſe oppteſs d; 
but then this is only permitted by God, when he hath 
ſome Glorious Deligns of Ptovidence to ſerve ; when 
ood Mey deſerve to be gotrected for fome N 
ins, or bad Alen are to be indulg'd in a temtpotary 
Proſperity, to alte His ] 23 the mbre die 
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In their Fall. Thus we find David complaining, that 
Hi, Eiemies were lively, and, they who bated bia without 
a Cauſe were multiplied end exalred, Pſa. 69. 4, 38. 19. 
*---12. 1, 2: However, ſince a r12breous God governs the 
World, we cant but conclude, that in the ordina 
Courſe of his Providence he Il favour a righreous Cauſe - 
onen; we find the ſame Royal Prophet not onl 
declaring, That the righteous Lord loveth Rigbteouſueſs, 
aud his Eyes behold the Upright, Pa. 11. 7. but alto en- 
couraging himfelt to expect Divine Protection on the 
Account of the Juſtice of his Cauſe. Pſa. 25. 1, 2 
J, 1, 23, / e O Lord, with them that 
4 with me: Fight againſt them tbat fight againſt me. 
Take bold of Shield and Buckler, ſtand wp for my Help; 
For without Cauſe bave they bid for me their Net. Stir 
up thy ſelf,, and awake to my Judgment, even to myCauſe, 
my God and my Lord. Let them ſhout for Foy, and be glad, 
that favour my righteous Cauſe, n 


— — — 


IHE. Matter in Controverſy is, Whether King 
George or the Pretender. is the Rightful Sovereign of 
- theſe Dominions? When the Enemies of our Eftablifh- 
ment broke forth into open War, and proclaim'd the 

Pretender King, they left the Cauſe to the Deciſion of 
Heaven. The Infurr=&ion itſelf was a Virtzal Appeal 
to Almighty. Juſtice, to determine in, Battle who was 
the Lord's Anointed : But to warm the Spirits, and 
Reel the Conſciences of the deluded Multjtude, *twas 
thought neceſſary to make a more ſolemu Reſignation 
ol the Matter to the Determination of Providence; To 
this End, their Leaders, before the 0a ement at 
Linnblain, commanded ove of their Chaplains to dif- 
courſe on Fo. 22. 2 2. The, Lord God of God, .the Lord 
God of Gods, be krnowerh, 'aud Iſrael be ſhall "Tow, 1 it 
e in Rebellion, or in Trarſ:reffiru againft the Lord, [ave 
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Prince George 
| ain, 
d an Alm Fiat to our Parliamen- 

nemies kuow, to their 


dence hath a 


and Tranſgreſfon againſt the LORD, that they took 


up Arms in Favour of a Popiſh Pretender. 


2. LET us bleſs GOD for the Suppreſſion of this 
barbarous unnatural Rebellion; Equal to the Miſeries 
ot a Civil War, and an Idolatrous Religion, is the 
Mercy of our Deliverance. Had not Providence in- 
terpos'd in our Favour, our Towns and Cities had been 
turned into a Field of Blood, and every Man's Sword 


had been theath'd in his Neighbours Bowels: Such as 


might have eſcap d the Edge of the Sword, had Succeſs 


waited on the Rebels, mult have ſubmitted to an Ar- 
bitrary Government, and a Remiſh Yoak, or dy'd 


Martyrs for the Proteſtant Cauſe. The Signatures of 
Almighty Goodneſs and Power were viſible in the ſud- 
den Suppreſlion of the Enemy: Victory itfelt would 
have look d melancholy and dejected, had the waded 
thro the Blood ot flayghter'd 'Fhouſgnds. The LORD 
was on our Side when theſe Men of barbarous Princi- 
pres roſe up againſt us, otherwiſe we had been ſwal- 
ow?d np Quick: Let us therefore return the Tribute 


of Glory, and offer the Sacrifices ot Righteouſueſs, to 


his Name; Live up to the Dignity of our Priviledges, 
and a& correſpondent to the Obligations Sovercign 
Mercy hath laid us under, Let us pity our poor Coun- 
try men, who, under the power ot a ſtrong Deluſion, 
ventur'd their All in ſuch a Canſe ; Pray God to open 
the Eyes of all thoſe whom Royal Mercy hath te 


red, that they may deeply repeut their paſt Trea-' 


fon, and religiouſly obſerve their Vows ot Loyalty 
tor the tuture, | 5 | 
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